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President’s Column 

Nancy Wong, O.D., Ph.D. 
 

At the 2013 NAVAO Meeting in Seattle, the keynote speaker, Dr. Robert Newcomb, 
discussed the development of VA Optometry.  Dr. Newcomb reviewed the progressive 
expansion of the role of optometry in VA and the provision of eye care for Veterans.  As a 
longstanding member of NAVAO, Dr. Newcomb’s address emphasized the importance of 
optometrists as providers of eye care to Veterans.  However, the address also 
emphasized the contributions of many individuals, especially founding members of 
NAVAO, in the development of current VA Optometry.  Those NAVAO contributions 
represent salient reminders of the importance of membership.  During the membership 
drive, I encourage all VA optometrists to considering renewing, initiating or rejoining the 
organization.  The membership of NAVAO represents a body of stellar optometrists.  The 
membership continues to promote the role of optometry in VA and the provision of eye 
care to our nation’s Veterans. 
 

 
 
 
 

From the Editor 

Michelle Chen Lynch, O.D. 
 
Hi everyone! It’s almost spring and we have some new features in this issue.  We have highlighted the Tampa 
VA TBI Clinical Fellowship program with information provided by Dr. Chrystyna Rakozcy and interviews with 

previous fellowship graduates.  These graduates have shared a bit about their 
fellowship experiences and how it impacted their VA careers.  Our next NAVAO 
newsletter will highlight research fellowships available in the VA.  Hopefully this 
will be an informative series for VA Residents interested in pursuing fellowship 
programs as well as Residency and Student Externship Coordinators who want 
to educate their residents and students about VA fellowship possibilities.  While 
the 2014-2015 deadline for application has already passed, it is not too early to 
start thinking and planning for the following year.   
 
Also in this newsletter, Dr. Dawn Tomasini and Dr. Robert Wang have 
collaborated on an article which discusses volunteer opportunities outside of the 
VA.   Please look at this section if you have any interest in going on a mission 

trip. 
 
Other announcements in this newsletter include winners of NAVAO membership drive, a discussion of the 
new Optometry school opening up in Kentucky and upcoming continuing education events for the next several 
months. 
 
Please feel free to email me at Michelle.Lynch@va.gov with any comments, suggestions or ideas for the 
NAVAO newsletter. 
 
 

mailto:Michelle.Lynch@va.gov


Updates from the NAVAO Board 

 
 
Kelly Thomann, O.D.  

VICE-PRESIDENT 
NO MEMBER UPDATES AT THIS TIME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Janel L. Chou, O.D. 

SECRETARY 
Hello fellow members! I hope everyone survived this winter; it has been a long one.  
I know everyone has been busy at their facilities, especially with workload, so please 
continue to check out our website for the minutes to the monthly Optometry 
Conference Call.  There are many links to resources and tools for staff as well as 
residents.  Recently, Dr. Townsend has sent links for professional development and 
updates to VHA Handbooks.  There will be new guidelines and standards for 
productivity which is discussed during the conference call as well.   
Just announced was the approved funding for residency programs within the VA and 
there are currently 218 positions available.  Good luck to all sites during the 
matching process.  I wanted to extend a “Congratulations” to Dr. Angela Musick, a 
fellow NAVAO member, who was awarded the AFOS Optometrist of the Year at the 

annual AFOS business meeting in Seattle last October.   We are always working on ways to improve our 
website and services to our members.    If you have any suggestion or comments I would love to hear them, 
please do not hesitate to contact me at janel.chou@va.gov 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:janel.chou@va.gov


Makesha Sink, O.D. 

TREASURER 
I hope all of our members have stayed safe and warm despite polar vortexes and 
extreme winter weather as our meteorologist friends have termed this season.  I 
want to thank all of you who have renewed your membership for 2014 and I 
encourage all of you to let your colleagues who are not members know the 
benefits of NAVAO and encourage them to join our organization.  It is never too 
late!  I hope all of you get the opportunity to visit our website often and explore to 
find the most recent updates to the many VA optometry workgroups, VA 
optometry service calls, and other exciting things that can be found there.  I would 
also like to remind those of you with residents and those of you who are interested 
to register for the ACMO examination this year through NBEO.  
  
We are looking forward to an exciting year with NAVAO and I hope you are all 

considering attending our annual meeting in Denver this fall.  Good luck with taxes this year as April 15th is 
quickly approaching.   

 
Brian Kawasaki, O.D., M.B.A. 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 
 

NO MEMBER UPDATES AT THIS TIME 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Katherine L. Wang, O.D. 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 
 
For the NAVAO membership, we currently have only about 300 optometrists as 
active NAVAO members (less than 50% of the VA optometrists in the country). 
The membership drive has been extended to March 31, 2014. I would urge all 
current NAVAO members to encourage their fellow VA optometrists to join the 
NAVAO as we need their support and representation.  
 
However, this year we have the highest representation from current VA 
residents, around 48 residents. We had about 40 newly appointed optometrists 
to the VA in 2013. 

 



Jennifer Gustafson, O.D. 

MEMBER-AT-LARGE (Director of Events) 
 

The annual NAVAO business Meeting will be held at the American Academy of 
Optometry Meeting in Denver, Colorado.  The Academy meeting will be 
November 12-15, 2014.  The AAO meeting will provide an opportunity for all VA 
optometrists to obtain high caliber continuing education.  Additionally, the 
NAVAO meeting will allow the membership to gather with VA colleagues and 
conduct the annual meeting.  Please save the dates and consider attending both 
AAO and the NAVAO meetings. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Kevin Mercado, O.D. 

DIRECTOR OF TECHNOLOGY 

 

I’d like to thank Drs. Danielle Weiler, Jason Powell and Justin Cole for 
compiling a list of ophthalmic journals and their respective websites for use as 
reference – this may be useful for those who are either looking to receive 
email alerts with new content or looking for journals to submit articles for 
publishing.  The list can be found in the member’s section of the website, 
Ophthalmic Journals link.   We will do our best to keep the list up to date as 
well as provide results of any new or groundbreaking studies when possible.  
 
Please continue to contact me if you have any questions, comments or 
difficulties with the NAVAO website!    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VA Fellowship Program Highlight – Tampa  

 

Are you a VA resident who is interested in doing a fellowship program?  Are you a Residency Coordinator 
encouraging your VA residents to pursue a fellowship program?  Are you simply curious to learn more 
information about these new programs?  We are bringing you a closer look at the one year clinical fellowship 
program in Polytrauma and TBI Rehabilitation located at the James A. Haley VA in Tampa, Florida, courtesy of 
the Program Director, Dr. Chrystyna Rakoczy.  These fellowship programs are open to any U.S. citizen who has 
completed an Optometry residency program.  While the training is in a VA hospital setting, the skills and 
training acquired can certainly translate to outside of the VA setting.  This unique opportunity allows focused 
concentration on the areas of polytrauma and TBI rehabilitation, which is a growing demand within the 
veteran population.  Questions about the program should be directed to Dr. Rakoczy. 
 

VA Inter-professional Poly-trauma and TBI Rehabilitation Advanced Clinical 
Fellowship in Optometry 

James A. Haley Veterans’ Hospital 
 Tampa, Florida 

A one year post-residency mentorship program designed to enhance clinical skills of 
optometrists unique to the care of veterans with traumatic brain injury and visual deficits of 

acquired neurological disease. 

This clinical fellowship is intended for optometrists, who have successfully completed an ACOE accredited 
optometric residency training program and who wish to further their education and training  in the care of 
individuals with poly-trauma, traumatic brain injury (TBI), blast injury and other relevant neurological 
conditions.  This program allows the Optometric Clinical Fellow to participate with and train as part of an 
interdisciplinary team.  It provides a comprehensive clinical experience in the care of inpatients from emerging 
consciousness, through transition into independent living and vocation, as well as Poly-trauma/TBI outpatients 
at the James A. Haley Veterans’ Hospital (JAHVH) Polytrauma Rehabilitation Center, Polytrauma Network Site 
and Eye Clinic.   

The goals of this Clinical Fellowship program include advanced training in diagnosis, treatment and 
rehabilitation of post-traumatic visual disturbances, as well as adjustment and re-integration into community 
and family life specific to veterans with poly-trauma/TBI. The JAHVH, already designated as a Level 1 Poly-
Trauma facility, provides the appropriate venue for the development of clinical optometric expertise within 
this veteran-centric specialty.  Optometrists trained in Poly-trauma/TBI gain the experience to staff other VA 
facilities or other rehabilitation centers/clinics with the growing demand for such practitioners.  Additional 
information about this unique one-year Clinical Fellowship program offered by the VA Office of Academic 
Affiliations may be viewed at: http://www.va.gov/oaa/specialfellows/programs/SF_polytrauma.asp?p=18 

 

The 2014-2015 salary for the one year post-residency VA Optometric Clinical Fellowship is 
$42,810 plus FICA, health and life insurance benefits.  

Candidates interested in this unique fellowship opportunity should contact: 
Chrystyna Rakoczy, O.D., Program Director, by e-mail at Chrystyna.Rakoczy@va.gov  
Or by phone 813 972 2000 ext 6174 

http://www.va.gov/oaa/specialfellows/programs/SF_polytrauma.asp?p=18
mailto:Chrystyna.Rakoczy@va.gov


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Interview with Fellowship Graduates 

Two of the previous fellows, Dr. Candice Elam (CE) and Dr. Michael Peterson (MP), who have graduated from 
the Poly-trauma and TBI Rehabilitation Advanced Clinical Fellowship in Tampa, FL have included some 
additional information about their experiences below.  Dr. Candice Elam, who graduated from the University 
of Alabama in Birmingham in 2010, went on to do her residency at the Lexington VA in Primary Care and is 
now on staff at the Lexington VA.  Dr. Michael Peterson, who graduated from the New England College of 
Optometry in 1998, went on to do his residency at the West Haven VA in Low vision and Ocular Disease and is 
now on staff at the Richmond VA.  Both of the VA facilities in Lexington, Kentucky and Richmond, Virginia are 
Polytrauma Network Sites. 

 

1. What motivated you to pursue a fellowship? 

CE: During my fourth year of optometry school, one of our professors stressed the importance of fellowship 
education. I decided to pursue this particular fellowship after being exposed to TBI patients during my 
residency. I wanted to learn how to best care for this unique patient population. 



 
MP: I was bored with my profession and I wasn’t feeling challenged enough each day. Initially, I thought I 
could do this by changing practices and moving to another state, but it did not provide me with what I hoped. I 
wanted to get back to the days of my residency, which included collaboration with colleagues, interesting 
cases and emphasis on scholarly work. I heard from my residency director about the TBI fellowship, and when 
I researched the fellowship and met with Dr. Rakoczy and the fellow at that time, Dr. Elam, it got me excited 
about optometry again. I became fascinated with TBI vision and wanted to be fully involved in that specialty. 
 
 

2. What were your career goals after you completed your fellowship? 
 

CE: My career goals after completing the program were to work as a VA optometrist in an outpatient setting 
with special emphasis on treating patients with TBI and other binocular vision deficits.  

MP: Once I got into the fellowship, and realized that it would allow me to fulfill my needs for challenge, 
continued learning, etc. my entire career goal was to get a position as close to the fellowship as possible, and, 
fortunately, a position (2, actually) opened that fit the bill. 

 

3. What are some common misconceptions about the fellowship program? 

CE: The two most common misconceptions about the fellowship are that it is research based – it is definitely a 
clinical program with extensive patient care – and that it is another form of residency training (see #6 for 
details). 
 
MP: I think I would have say that thinking that the fellowship is just a continuation of a residency, but 
honestly, during the fellowship, Dr. Rakoczy does a terrific job of treating you like a colleague, not a resident. 
There is much more autonomy than I would have guessed, which really helped me learn and develop. I also 
was under the impression that the fellowship was broken down into very specific components and agendas, 
but honestly, the fellow is really in charge of developing the goals s/he wants to pursue and the path taken to 
achieve those goals. 
 

4. What advice would you give to others interested or uncertain about pursuing a fellowship? 

CE: Anyone interested in pursuing a fellowship should meet with the directors of fellowship programs. I met 
with those in charge of research and clinic fellowships which helped me decide that I was more interested in 
patient care than research. Also, getting to know the person who will essentially be your mentor for one to 
two years is important to determine how successful the program can be for you. Visiting the program site in 
person is definitely an effective way to gauge if the fellowship will be a good fit for you as well.  
 
MP: To anyone thinking of doing a fellowship let me first say, excellent choice on doing a residency. Even if 
you have no intention of staying in academics or continue scholarly work, I think a residency should be 
mandatory for any optometrist coming out of school. It is a great way to keep learning, while developing skills, 
but still having the support of experienced clinicians behind you. Fellowships are there for people to hone 
their skills in a specialty. If you have an area of optometry that you really enjoy and want to learn as much as 
possible or get to the upper echelon of that specialty, a fellowship is an ideal way to do that. Just make sure 
that whatever the emphasis you are considering is something that you want to pursue post-fellowship. These 



fellowships not only train the fellow in a specific specialty, they are also designed to create OD’s who can fill 
specific needs.  
 
In the grand scheme of life, that additional year earning a “non-optimal” salary will not seem like such a 
sacrifice in 5 or 10 years and will pay off in the long term. In addition, a fellowship is another feather in your 
cap, when you are being considered for certain positions or looking to be promoted. 
 
 

5. How do you implement your fellowship training in your current job? 

CE: I use my fellowship training in my current job by teaching residents and students an efficient and 
appropriate way to examine TBI patients or address patients with binocular vision issues; also, the vision 
rehabilitation programs utilized by the occupational therapists during my fellowship have helped guide how I 
rehab approach of our patients. The extensive amount of time spent working with a neuro-ophthalmologist 
during the program has also made me more comfortable at managing patients with neurological conditions in 
addition to TBI/BV cases. 

MP: My current position is low vision/TBI OD at the Richmond VAMC, so my fellowship uniquely trained me 
for that position, also the residency too, as that is where the low vision training took place. I could not have 
been luckier as far as positions go, after the fellowship and really coming to feel like TBI optometry was my 
calling, it was an ideal situation. In fact, without the fellowship, I really don’t believe I would have even been 
considered for the position. 
 
 

6. How was your fellowship experience different from a residency? 
 
CE: There are two key ways my fellowship experience differed from residency – independence and 
customization. You become independent in your assessment and treatment plans much earlier in the 
program. Your mentor is available for consultation on challenging cases. Additionally, the fellowship is flexible; 
you can design the program to get what you want out of it. I not only saw TBI patients but had time set aside 
to perform routine and low vision eye exams.  
 
MP: I think I will go back to the autonomy. Being able to direct the fellowship to achieve the goals I set for 
myself made it great. There is no specific protocol that is required, so if you want to emphasize certain aspects 
of the fellowship, that is encouraged. 

 

 

Volunteering Outside of the VA 

Dawn Tomasini and Robert Wang 
 

In our previous newsletters, we featured descriptions of mission trips.  As a result, there was interest in how 
to get involved in volunteerism outside the VA.  Volunteer opportunities within VA organizations may be 
limited due to size therefore, the NAVAO Newsletter Committee decided to research ways to get involved 
outside of the VA. 
 



Logically the first place to look for volunteer opportunities would be at a local Optometry school if there is one 
near you.  The school will have the best idea of what programs are active in the area, and may even have 
programs that are student-run which are usually starved for licensed optometrists who can supervise their 
clinics.  These programs could be SOSH (Student Optometrist Services to Humanity) or even local rural 
volunteer clinics.  Oftentimes, faculty members are active in the local organizations and maybe able to share 
where help is most needed.    
 
The Lions Club focus on work for the blind and visually impaired began when Helen Keller addressed the club 
on June 30th 1925 and charged them to be the Knights of the Blind.  Lions Club does not appear to be the 
leader in optometric missions locally or abroad, but given their close partnering with organizations that 
provide these services, they are an ideal place to look for leads for volunteer work.  Lions Club, like many of 
the other organizations listed here, has a central international office that also has local chapters.  Because of 
this, local chapters will vary in what they do.  The local chapter in Muskogee, Oklahoma is very active with the 
local school for the blind, and also has programs that can provide funding for eye exams for those less 
fortunate.  If you do not have a local Lions Club, they seem easy enough to start. Their website can be found 
at: http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/index.php 
 
Another local organization with national backing is VOSH (Volunteer Optometric Services to Humanity). As 
with Lions Club, there are local chapters and they will vary based on what their focus is.  VOSH chapters are 
more numerous within the states.  However if you are local to a certain chapter, this does not preclude you to 
only participating in your local VOSH’s mission trip.  If there is no VOSH locally, then there also lies an option 
to establish a new chapter.  VOSH can be found at: http://www.vosh.org. 
 
The other leading organization that coordinates optometry missions is the Fellowship of Christian 
Optometrists (FCO).  They were founded in 1986 as a not-for-profit evangelical organization of Christian 
optometrists, optometry students, and allied ophthalmic personnel committed to worldwide eye care 
missions and intra-professional Christian fellowship.  They maintain a center for logistical support for missions, 
where ophthalmic instruments, equipment and supplies are organized and stored for use on the mission field.  
They are affiliated with MedSend, a grant which will pay for student loans if the OD is working full time in the 
Christian eye care mission field through FCO.  Their mission work can last anywhere from 1 week to a few 
months and take place in countries such as Kenya, Haiti, Ethiopia, Belize, Jamaica, Liberia.  They also hold an 
annual conference.  This year’s conference is located in Indiana and starts on October 31, 2014.  More 
information is available at their website, www.fcoint.net. 
 
If there is a Special Olympics in the area, generally the games will coincide with a medical screening that 
includes Optometry.  The exams may be rigorous if you’re not specialized in pediatrics, but the experience is 
very rewarding. 
 
Remote Area Medicals (RAM) are short term clinics (usually one day) where medical professionals include 
dentistry, vision and medicine.  These clinics draw a large crowd and in some instances, people will camp out 
the night before to be seen.  These clinics originally started as a mission abroad, but with the overwhelming 
need, domestic RAMs have migrated back to the US.  Additional information and how to volunteer at RAMs 
can be found at http://www.ramusa.org/home 
 
Providers practicing at the VA fall under federal tort.  Therefore, VA practitioners may not carry separate 
liability or malpractice insurance.  This makes volunteering somewhat of a complicated situation.  Depending 
on the good Samaritan laws in your specific state, this may not be an issue. However, you should be cognizant 
of the fact that just because you are volunteering does not make you immune to culpability.   
 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/index.php
http://www.vosh.org/
http://www.fcoint.net/
http://www.ramusa.org/home


Other organizations that help promote volunteerism for eyecare professionals are: 
 
www.uniteforsight.org 
Unite for Sight was founded in 2000 and is a global health delivery organization.  It supports eye clinics 
worldwide.  The programs are locally led and managed by ophthalmologists at Unite for Sight’s partner clinics.  
Care is provided year round.  They sponsor an annual Global Health and Innovation conference which includes 
health professionals of up to 55 countries convening to exchange ideas and best practices across disciplines in 
order to improve public health.  Unite for Sight also develops health chapters which incorporate volunteers to 
educate people in the local communities to become more aware of visual impairments and managing their 
access to care.  They have coordinated sight-restoring surgeries to many of the poor living in Ghana, Honduras 
and India.  Optometrists may volunteer for a full week in Ghana or longer programs in Ghana, India and 
Honduras.  There are fees for volunteering and each volunteer is expected to pay for their own airfare and 
lodging, although lodging can be arranged through the organization.   
 
www.givingsight.org 
A global fundraising initiative that specifically targets the prevention of blindness and impaired vision due to 
uncorrected refractive error.  It was started in the United Kingdom in 2003 and now includes Australia, United 
States, Canada, Italy, Norway, Singapore and Ireland.  Optometrists can become involved by making donations 
and helping to raise funds in their practices and work places.  This organization sponsors World Sight Day, a 
major fundraising campaign to raise funds for projects that provide training, establish vision centers and 
deliver eye care services for people who are blind or visually impaired due to uncorrected refractive error.  
The volunteer opportunities for optometrists range anywhere from 1 week to 1 year and mainly take place in 
Sri Lanka, Ethiopia, or Malawi. 
 
www.visionaidoverseas.org 
Vision Aid Overseas is an international charity based out of England that is dedicated to fighting poverty by 
transforming access to eyecare.  They train eyecare workers in partner countries in order to create ongoing 
services in their communities.  They have created and supported vision centers in Ethiopia, Ghana, Uganda 
and Zambia.  Their services range from teaching clinical skills to optometry students and refractionists to 
providing practical training on how to manufacture glasses to dispensing opticians.  They also operate 
community outreach programs in order to provide eye examinations in local communities beyond where their 
vision centers may reach.  Volunteering would include helping local eyecare providers enhance their skills with 
short courses on optometry or optics.  There are also opportunities to establish vision centers by installing or 
maintaining equipment and to work alongside local clinicians.  Currently there are 11 centers throughout 
Africa. 
 

 

 

Winners of NAVAO Membership for 2015 

 
The winners of complimentary NAVAO membership for 2015 are: 
 

Dr. Sara Schamerloh from Northern Health Care System in Fort Wayne, Indiana 
 
Dr. Matthew Anderson from James H. Quillen VA in Mountain Home, Tennessee 
 

http://www.uniteforsight.org/
http://www.givingsight.org/
http://www.visionaidoverseas.org/


The names were randomly selected from the pool of NAVAO members who renewed membership during Early 
Bird registration and during the regular registration period. Congratulations to Dr. Schamerloh and Dr. 
Anderson! 
 
 
 

New Optometry School Announcement 

 
A new Optometry school will be opening in Pikeville, Kentucky at the University of Pikeville, which is located in 
rural Eastern Kentucky.  The entering class will start in 2016 with approximately 60 students.  A $1.5 million 
dollar grant from the Appalachian Regional Commission will fund the endeavor.  The University of Pikeville is a 
private school, founded in 1889, offering graduate and undergraduate programs.  The graduate programs 
include sports management, osteopathic medicine and business administration.  Currently, Kentucky residents 
have contracts for in-state tuition at Indiana University in Bloomington, Indiana; Southern College of 
Optometry in Memphis, Tennessee and the University of Alabama in Birmingham, Alabama. 

 

 

Upcoming Continuing Education Events 2014 

April 2014 
 

  New Technologies And Treatments In Vision Care by Review of Optometry, May, June and July 

 

SCCO Spring/Summer CE Programs - A Potpourri of CE. Fullerton, CA. April - July 

 

OptoWest. Indian Wells, CA. April 3 - 6 

 

Retina Update 2014 (Optometric Retina Society.) Boston, MA. April 4-6 

 

Utah Optometric Association Spring Conference. St. George, Utah. April 4-6 
 

PSS 6th Annual Symposium on Ocular Disease. Tyson’s Corner, Virginia. April 12-13 
 

Corneal and Contact Lens CE Program. SCCO. Fullerton, CA. April 13 

 

KOA Annual Convention and Seminar. Topeka, KS. April 24-26 

 

Miami Nice 2014. Coral Gables, FL.  April 26-27 
 

Indiana Optometric Association's 2014 Annual Convention. Indianapolis, IN. April 25-27 
 

South Dakota Optometric Society Spring Convention. Pierre, SD. April 24-25 
 

Arkansas Optometric Assoc. Spring Convention. Little Rock, Arkansas. April 24-27 

 

112th Annual KOA Spring Congress. Lexington, Kentucky. April 24-27 

 

http://www.revoptom.com/continuing_education/
http://www.ketchum.edu/index.php/ce/ce_calendar/
http://www.coavision.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=3301
http://www.revoptom.com/continuing_education/
http://www.utaheyedoc.org/
http://www.psseyecare.com/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.ketchum.edu/index.php/ce/ce_calendar/
http://www.kansasoptometric.org/public_events.shtml
http://www.miamieyes.org/
http://www.ioa.org/index.php
http://southdakota.aoa.org/x26614.xml
http://www.arkansasoptometric.org/calendar.asp?eID=70
http://www.kyeyes.org/springconf.cfm


Mountain West Council of Optometrists Annual Congress. Las Vegas, NV. April 24-26 

 

Energeyes National Meeting, Colorado Springs, CO. April 25-27 

 
 

May 2014 
 

Montana Optometric Association 2014 Annual Educational Conference. Billings, MT. April 30- May 2 

 

Berkeley's 29th Annual Morgan/Sarver Symposium. Berkeley, CA. May 2 -4 

 

NSU's 18th Annual Eye Care Conference & Alumni Reunion. Davie, FL. May 2-4 

 

ARVO 2014 Annual Meeting. Orlando, FL. May 4-8 

 

Michigan Optometric Association 118th  Annual Spring Seminar. Grand Rapids, MI. May 7-8 

 

Pacific University Coeur D’Alene CE. Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. May 9-10 

 

AEA Cruise Seminar. Mediterranean (Silversea Silver Wind)  May 10-19 

 

Arizona Optometric Association Spring Congress. Tucson, AZ. May 16-18 

 

NSUOCO 21ST Annual Ocular Disease Update, Bannson, MO. May 31 – June 2 

 
June 2014 

 
21th Annual Ocular Disease Update. Branson, MO. May 31- June 2 

 

Indian Health Service- Biennial Eye Care Meeting. Open to all OD’s. Fullerton, CA. June 2-4 

 

GOA Annual Conference. Hilton Head Island, SC. June 5-8 

 

Utah Optometric Association Annual Convention. Midway, UT. June 5-8 

 

North Carolina State Optometric Society Spring Congress. Myrtle Beach SC. June 13-15 

 

2014 Annual Convention, OAL Centennial Celebration. Baton Rouge, Louisiana. June 20-22 

 

Virginia Optometric Association Annual Conference.  Richmond, VA. June 20-22 

 

AOA Optometry’s Meeting. Philadelphia, PA.  June 25-29 

 

Tropical CE Bahamas, Atlantis -Paradise Island. June 29 - July 6 

 

AEA Cruises Optometric Seminar. Alaska.  June 29 - July 9 

 

 

 

July 2014 

http://www.mwco.org/
http://www.energeyesassociation.com/meetinginfo.php
http://www.nvo.com/moa
http://optometry.berkeley.edu/ce/morgan-sarver-symposium
http://optometry.nova.edu/ce/may_eyecare/conference-may-2013.html
http://www.arvo.org/annual_meeting/
http://michigan.aoa.org/
http://www.pacificu.edu/optometry/ce/conferences_events.cfm
http://www.optometriccruiseseminars.com/seminars_2014/european_-_mediterranean_silversea
http://arizona.aoa.org/
http://optometry.nsuok.edu/ContinuingEducation/scheduleofEvents.aspx
http://www.optometry.state.ok.us/news.htm
http://www.ketchum.edu/index.php/ce/ce_calendar/
http://www.goaeyes.com/imislive/GOA/
http://www.utaheyedoc.org/
http://www.nceyes.org/ncsos/Continuing_Education.asp
http://www.optla.org/upcoming_ce_programs.php
http://www.thevoa.org/
http://www.optometrysmeeting.org/
http://www.tropicalce.com/Events/Bahamas2014/tabid/2551/Default.aspx
http://optometriccruiseseminars.com/


 

AEA Cruises Optometric Seminar. European - Paris/Normandy River Cruise. July 3-10 

 

NSU (Florida) Therapeutic Pharmaceutical Education Certification Course. Davie, FL. July 10-19 

 

Indiana Optometric Association Summer Seminar. Carmel, Indiana. July 16 

 

Pacific University College of Optometry 2014 Victoria Conference.  Victoria, BC.  July 17-20 
 

National Optometric Association Annual Convention. Arlington, VA.  July 23 -27 

 

FOA Annual Convention 2014. Boca Raton, FL. July 24-27 

 

Northern Rockies Optometric Conference. Jackson Hole, Wyoming. July 24-26 

 

National Glaucoma Society Conference. Brewster, MA. July 26-28 
 

 

NAVAO Committees 

 

The Executive Committee is responsible for the management of the business of the NAVAO and advises the 
President on all policy matters of the Association. The Executive Committee consists of the President, Vice-
President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Immediate Past President. 
 
Executive Committee Members: 

 Nancy N. Wong, O.D., Ph.D. (President and Chair) 

 Kelly Thomann, O.D. (Vice-President) 

 Janel L. Chou, O.D. (Secretary) 

 Makesha Sink, O.D. (Treasurer) 

 Brian S. Kawasaki, O.D., M.B.A. (Immediate Past President) 
 
 
The Finance Committee monitors funds and assists the Treasurer in the collection and disbursements of 
funds. The committee also projects future financial demands and sources for the Association. 
 
Finance Committee Members: 

 Makesha Sink, O.D. (Treasurer and Chair) 

 Michael McGovern, O.D. 

 Weon Jun, O.D. 

 Glenn Saxon, O.D. 
 
 
The Membership Committee recommends means for membership retention and growth and monitors 
pertinent data about the membership. 
 
Membership Committee Members: 

 Katherine L. Wang, O.D. (Membership Director and Chair) 

http://optometriccruiseseminars.com/
http://optometry.nova.edu/ce/
http://www.ioa.org/index.php
http://www.pacificu.edu/optometry/ce/conferences_events.cfm
http://nationaloptometricassociation.com/
http://www.floridaeyes.org/calendar#%20
http://www.nrocmeeting.com/
http://www.neconferences.com/conferences


 Amber Louprasong, O.D. (Vice-Chair) 

 Janel L. Chou, O.D. (Executive Committee Liaison) 

 Theresa Chong, O.D. 

 Rachel Caywood, O.D. 

 Meghan Elkins, O.D. 

 Joy A Kerns, O.D. 

 Rebecca Kline, O.D. 

 Susie L. Lim, O.D. 

 David N. Lynne, O.D. 

 
The Events Committee is responsible for planning and overseeing all NAVAO functions, including the annual 
NAVAO Business Meeting, Reception, and Dinner. 
 
Events Committee Members: 

 Jennifer Gustafson, O.D. (Director of Events and Chair) 

 Kelly Thomann, O.D. (Executive Committee Liaison) 

 Minna Huang, O.D. 

 Katherine L. Wang, O.D. 

 Molly B. McGinty-Tauren, O.D. 
 
 
The Newsletter Committee is responsible for maintaining a formal communications link with the membership 
and assists the Newsletter Editor with publishing the quarterly NAVAO Newsletter. 
 
Newsletter Committee: 

 Michelle Chen Lynch, O.D. (Newsletter Editor and Chair) 

 Nancy N. Wong, O.D., Ph.D. (Executive Committee Liaison) 

 Dawn N. Tomasini, O.D. 

 Philip K. Haiman, O.D. 

 Joseph A. Pruitt, O.D. 

 Robert Wang, O.D. 

 Michelle Matson, O.D. 

 Paul A. Vejabul, O.D. 

 
The Technology Committee is responsible for communicating with the membership via online technology. The 
Committee will maintain the NAVAO website, make suggestions for its improvement or enhancement, and 
conduct events requiring technological support as directed by the Executive Committee. 

 

 Kevin Mercado, O.D. (Director of Technology and Chair) 

 Brian S. Kawasaki , O.D., M.B.A. (Executive Committee Liason) 

 Jason Powell, O.D. 

 Justin Cole, O.D. 

 Brett Zwolensky, O.D. 
 
 
 


