
Meeting Minutes OD Low Vision Workgroup  
Date: June 21, 2021   
 

 
 

Low Vision Optometry Directory: has been updated and posted on VA Low Vision Optometry TEAMS and 

National Low Vision Workgroup SharePoint. Everyone was asked to review and correct as needed. 

 

 

LV ODs by VISN 

06-2021.xlsx
 

 

Non-VA BR specialist recruitment list:  was developed by contacting schools/universities and asking 

respective program directors to distribute a survey to recent graduates, asking them if they wish to be included 

on the email list be contacted with available VA BRS vacancies. So far, 50 individuals responded; mostly 

CVRTs. COMS, a few OTs, couple of CATIS, and a handful of CLVTs.   

Everyone was asked to let Lisa and Olga know of their local schools/universities that offer ACVREP programs, 

so that directors of those programs can be contacted for additional potential candidates. 

  

BRS candidates 

8-16-21.pdf
 

 

Low Vision Surveys: 

- Basic Low Vision Services- 439 Utilization: was sent to all VHA optometrists (currently ~1,000 
VA ODs); 292 OS responded. Interesting finding was that ~30% of responses state that Basic LV 
services are being provided under 408- Optometry. Everyone was encouraged to consider 
developing clinic grids under 439 – Basic low vision so that services provided are being captured 
properly. Another interesting finding was that a lot of basic low vision care is being rolled into ILVC, 
ALVC, VISOR. 
  

  

BASIC LOW VISION 

SERVICES SURVEY.docx
 

- Low Vision Optometry Service Alignment: was sent to Low Vision Workgroup only, which 
currently has 132 individuals. 56 responses. Based on these responses, it appears that most of the 
CoC LV clinics are located within VA Medical centers; access to care and expansion of services to 
CBOCs was mentioned. 
 

 

LV OD SERVICE 

ALIGNMENT SURVEY.docx
 

 

VisionFit SC: Wearable Wireless Adaptive Refractor: Adaptica ~$20K. No feedback from the group as not 

too many have heard of this technology. 

 

 

 



 

 

VHA Directive 1174 Blind rehab and Visual Impairment Rehab CoC: has been published, BRS provided 

training on the directive. Changes, as those relate to LV Optometry were discussed. BRS slides were shared.  

Rescinded documents and need for updating local policies to reflect the changes were discussed. Definition of 

Low Vision was reviewed; no longer includes acuity of 20/70  but rather a combination of acuity, visual field, 

contrast, etc. Definition of optical LV devices was reviewed. Definitions of LV clinical and Ocular health 

Examination were reviewed. BRS will accept a VA or non-VA LV exam within a 12M period so that BRS 

providers can initiate eval and intake assessments prior to receiving and ocular examination. BRS were 

instructed to use ICD-10 code Z13.5 (screening for eye disorders)  and add LV OD as an additional signer to 

their note, since BRSs are not LIP and may not independently use ICD-10; however, in order for BRS to 

capture their workload, they need to use some kind of code. Additional signer vs. co-signer was discussed. 

  

BRS Directive 

training.docx
 

PSAS Business practice guidelines: updated April 20, 2021 

  

Provision of 

Prosthetics and Rehabilitation Items and Services-BPG (1).docx

FAQs for Regulations 

17.3200-17.3250.pdf

Federal Register 

Prosthetic and Rehab Items and Services, Final Rule.pdf

Consult Mgmt. BPG 

Revised-Final 9-5-18.pdf

031721_--_USH_Mem

o_Prosthetics_20210317_ocr_pub.pdf
 

 

No other questions / concerns were raised at this time. 

 
 

 
Next call: August 21, 2021.  Any topics/agenda items you would like to add please email to Olga 

(olga.whitman@va.gov), or Lisa (lisa.chan-oconnell@va.gov). 


