
 
  

OAA Bulletin 
 

July 19, 2023 
 
STRONG Veterans Act Graduate Medical Education Expansion Request for Proposal  
 
The Office of Academic Affiliations (OAA) is pleased to announce the STRONG Veterans Act Graduate Medical Education 
(GME) Expansion Request for Proposal (RFP) for fiscal year 2024 / academic year 2024-2025. The RFP targets facilities 
that wish to increase GME allocations in covered mental health disciplines (psychiatry, including subspecialties and 
addiction medicine). This initiative also includes an OAA-driven supplemental GME expansion in primary care (family 
medicine, internal medicine, geriatrics) and other critically needed specialties. A non-binding Letter of Intent (LOI) to 
submit the RFP application is due to OAA by August 14. The full RFP application is due to OAA by September 8. Please 
direct questions to the OAA Help Desk (Medical & Dental General Inquires dropdown).  
 

Information Session 

Aug 16 @ 12:00 PM EST Click here to join the meeting +1 213-282-6316,654517871# 

  
 
OAA VA-Department of Defense (DoD) Affiliation Agreement Templates 
 
The OAA VA-Department of Defense (DoD) Affiliation Agreement templates have been revised and updated and can be 
found on the Affiliation Agreements SharePoint site. The new templates will replace the previous VA-DoD affiliation 
agreement templates. The new agreement templates should be used when updating or creating new affiliation 
agreements with DoD. Facilities do not have to switch to the new agreements at this time and may continue using the 
VA-DoD Affiliation Agreements already signed until they reach the termination date listed on the agreement. NOTE: All 
OAA affiliation agreement templates should be retrieved from the NEW OAA SharePoint site. The old OAA SharePoint 
site no longer houses the affiliation agreement templates. Please direct questions about this announcement to the OAA 
Help Desk using the Affiliation Agreement category.  
 
 
Academic Year 2023-24 EARs Tools and Resources Update 
 
Effective July 1, facilities should start using the EARs V5 workbook for tracking Health Professions Trainee (HPT) clinical 
and educational activities at the VA. OAA Medical & Dental Education (MDE) has provided several useful resources for 
this academic year. Templates such as PLA addendum, local disbursement SOP, quarterly reconciliation memo and 
worksheet, and other resources and training are available on the OAA SharePoint. For additional information or support, 
please contact OAAMedicalDental@va.gov. 
 
 
Educational Cost Contracts  
 
In accordance with VHA Directive 1400.10, VA medical facilities can support affiliated sponsoring institutions by 
proportionately sharing in some of the overhead costs of the administration of training programs with HPTs that rotate 
at the VA. To make this process more efficient and user-friendly, OAA Medical and Dental Education (MDE) has updated 
the Educational Cost Contract workbook and the submission process for OAA approval. The most recent version of this 
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workbook and the submission process can be found on the OAA SharePoint. For additional information, please contact 
OAAMedicalDental@va.gov. 
 
 
DEO 2023: Discover, Empower, and Optimize Conference Travel and Hotel 
Instructions 

OAA will host the VA National Designated Education Officer (DEO) Conference on August 23 - 
24 in Chicago, IL. Join OAA and academic leaders nationwide to discover best practices, 
empower your VA's clinician educators, and optimize your academic partnerships and health 
professions education programs. OAA will fund conference travel costs for DEOs. Please 

review the Instructions to Travelers (ITT) for important information and timelines. Hotel Registration Deadline is July 31: 
National DEO Annual Conference - Start your reservation (passkey.com) 
 
 
VA's Academic Mission in the News and Trainee Spotlight 
 
OAA is pleased to share recent news stories highlighting VA's academic mission and our HPTs. Please consider 
submitting your HPTs to be featured in an upcoming OAA Bulletin or VA national stories. Please complete the Trainee 
Spotlight Story Questionnaire to submit a nomination. Share your successes, news, and story ideas with OAA's Public 
Affairs Team at OAAComms@va.gov.  
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