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Technology Committee Update

The NAVAO Technology Committee is responsible for communicating with
NAVAO members and providing technological support at events.
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I The website at NAVAQO.org has a public access page that includes general
information about NAVAO, its constitution, news and updates, and a list
of past and current leaders and committees. There are also member only
pages, which include account management, continuing education
offerings, a wealth of basic VA optometry information under “useful
links,” and minutes and photos from past meetings.
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The website creation has been
undertaken by several
Technology Committee leaders
over the years, including Drs.
Brian Kawasaki, Rich Zimbalist,
Kevin Mercado and Meaghan
Horton, whose efforts are
responsible for the website’s
design in its current form.

NAVAO.org

This edition of Optimum VA was produced by Megan Carter and Lindsey Wetherby.



Members get free CE at NAVAO.org

The CE subcommittee provides COPE approved lectures that are sponsored by a college to allow
every optometrist to receive continuing education credit. The CE committee solicits providers
who have been recommended, gathers all the information and approvals, uploads the lecture,

creates the test and generates the certificate.

According to Dr. Amber Louprasong, coordinator of the
Technology Sub-Committee on Continuing Education,
“This has been a great benefit for NAVAO and would not
have launched in 2017 without Dr. Kathy Wang, Dr.
Kevin Mercado and Dr. Richard Zimbalist...I hope
everyone is utilizing the Continuing Education benefit. If
you have any recommendations for continuing
education | would love to hear them. We are always
looking for future lectures. If you are interested, please
email me at Amber.Louprasong2@va.gov.”

Some of the courses that are currently available:

Current Courses Available

Ocular Presentation of Multiple Myeloma (1 hour) Instruetor: William Kress,
O.D, FAAO

COPE: COPE Course ID: 99454-5D COPE Activity ID: 131520 Available Until: 10/1/27

Sponsored by: NAVAO and The Ohio State University College of

Optometry e ~
) [ TAKE COURSE |
Disclosures Ne i
How to Perform a TBI-specific Eye Exam (1 hour) Instruetor: Candice Rice,
y . 0.D., FAAO
. (©} COPE: Cope ID: 90364-FV. Cope activity 128377 Available Until: 3/1/27
Sponsored by: NAVAO and The Ohio State University College of
Optometry P ~
| TAKE COURSE |
Disclosures S .
Myasthenia Gravis (1 hour) Instructor: Candice Rice,

0.D., FAAOD

COPE: Cope ID: 90392-NO. Cope activity 128377 Available Until: 3/1/27

Sponsored by: NAVAO and The Ohio State University College of
Optometry

2
l TAKE COURSE
Disclosures Ng P>

Log in to NAVAO.org to see the full list and continue learning!



Req ueSt for If you have materials related to any of the

focus areas listed below—or another topic

believe would be helpful to our members,
Resources

we would greatly appreciate your

contribution. Resources may include
PDF documents, PowerPoint presentations,
guides, workflows, tip sheets, or any other
format that can serve as a useful reference.

Topic areas include:
e Clinical practice guidance
e Administrative or leadership resources
e Education and training materials
¢ Professional development
¢ Best practices or process improvements
e Technology or EHR-related tips
¢ Any other topic that may benefit NAVAO members

FOR EXAMPLE:

CPRS dot phrases
Coding resources
Federal EHR
Telehealth Tools
Supervisor Modules
Research and Publication
Eye medication reference list
Low vision resources
Residency and student teaching resources
Contact Lenses
Technology/Equipment
Al and eyecare

Dry eye
Polytrauma/TBI
Eye Safety/Infection control
Retirement
Finance

If you are interested in contributing, please contact Dr. Mazzarella at

Jarett.Mazzarella@navao.org and cc info@navao.org with the topic you

wish to support.
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2026

CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO

NAVAO

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING & RECEPTION

+ Celebrating 50 Years +

the National Association of VA Optometrists warmly requests the honor of your
presence at its Annual Business Meeting & Reception, marking a rmomentous

rmilestone

50 Years of leadership, service, and excellence in optometric care for

our nation's veterans.

Join us as we gather to conduct the important business of our association and
celebrate five decades of dedication to our field and our members. This special
anniversary reception will be an evening of reflection, connection, and celebration

with colleagues and friends from across the nation.

THURSDAY OCTOBER 1, 2026

AMAHEIM, CALIFORNIA

BUSINESS MEETING RECEPTION
&30 PM - 5:00 PM | 500 PM - 700 PM
VEMUE
Anaheim Marriott

700 West Convention Way, Anaheim, CA 92802

Platinum Roorn 34

Business meeting details: Covers

NAVAO and Optometry Seruice Reception highlights: Stationed

dinner and bar. Awards presented
to NAVAO's 2026 VA Residency
Scholarship winners.

updates. Open to all registered
NAVAO (non-residents) members. No
charge for business meeting only.

For more information regarding the event and if you are planning on

attending please email us @ navao.reception@navao.org

Safe travels to all! See you soon! @ info@navao.org




